Laparoscopic identification and removal of focal lesions in persistent hyperinsulinemic hypoglycemia of infancy.
Persistent hyperinsulinemic hypoglycemia of infancy (PHHI) is a heterogeneous condition. A number of children have focal lesions, and removal of these lesions is curative. However, these lesions are difficult to detect, even during surgery. A laparoscopic approach is beneficial. Two children with PHHI underwent laparoscopic pancreatic inspection at 32 and 29 days of age, respectively. In both children, a lesion was easily found in the head of the pancreas. The lesions looked more lobular, had a more pronounced blood supply, and appeared to have a firmer texture than the remaining pancreas. Enucleation was curative. A laparoscopic approach seems to be ideal for patients with PHHI not only because of the magnification but also because of the delicate surgery it allows and the avoidance of major abdominal wall problems.